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vara amidst the resounding cheers of the citizens, who gave vent to their feelings
through a unanimous utterance, unpleasant to the ears of the disappointed throng
of kings1.

It may be noted in this connection that in such a Svayamvara very naturally
the choice may have been already made in the heart of the bride which was practi-
cally given effect to in a legal way in the presence of a host of kings and specta-
tors; for it is entirely inconceivable how the chief maid attending on the princess
who was expected to be very clever should not have easily influenced the
princess's mind in the choice of her husband. The practical display of the
Svayamvara was meant, it appears, for the formal approval of the social authority
unless it was marked by some feat of prowess which was a condition precedent
to the winning of the hand of the bride.

The Svayamvara thus over, the bride and the bridegroom proceeded to the
palace under the shade of various auspicious decorations like arches, banners
and other articles of beauty on the king's highway2. All windows of the house of
citizens opening on the road-side were filled with faces, the ladies having hurried
to them to have a look at the procession3. Then the bridegroom reaching the
royal palace decorated with auspicious articles and paintings got down from the
elephant that he mounted4. Now started the various ceremonies of the mar-
riage proper which was performed in the manner of Prajapatya. It should have
been described while dealing with incidents of the Prajapatya form of marriage
but may be quoted here also for the purpose of clarity.

The bridegroom was seated on a valuable lion-throne where he accepted the
wadhuparka mixed with other articles of puja, along with precious gems, and a
pair of silken robes5. This was analogous to the present dvara-puja. He was
led to the bride by the well-disciplined guards of the harem6. There, after
receiving the puja, and the priest having, worshipped the fire with oblations,
the bridegroom was joined-with the bride in marriage7* He accepted the hand
of the bride8 and the couple made rounds of the sacred fire9. The bride performed
the laja-visarjana ceremony as instructed by the priest10. The oblation emitted
forth an agreeable fragrance of the tender* leaves of the sami tree and of the claja'
or parched rice11. The snatakas, royal kinsmen, i.e., the father or the guardian
and unwidowed mothers with living children, in order of their respective ranks
threw wet rice on the couple sitting on the golden lion-throne12.

In the end the rest of the assembled kings were entertained 'with puja after
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